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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



The following Tables have been prepared in the belief that 
the numerical statements of the Bible were deliberately and 
systematically made, and may therefore be relied upon for 
purposes of exact and definite clironology, when interpreted 
according to the usus loquendi of the writers and their conven- 
tional methods of computation. The apparent difficulties and 
discrepancies among them are to be explained on the same 
common-sense principles that would be applied to any other 
truthful historians. Tlie intricacy of the subject requires much 
care and some ingenuity, and the brevity, antiquity, and isola- 
tion of the record justify an occasional resort to hypothesis, in 
order to fill the gaps or trace the links. A patient and candid 
examination of the details of the adjustments proposed, is the 
only legitimate test of the correctness of these convictions and 
theories. Nothing has been assumed that does not necessarily 
— or at least naturally — grow out of the data in the sacred text 
itself, or is not found in clear contemporary annals. 

N. B. — The larger figures, set transversely to the others in 
the columns, represent the number of years silently omitted as 
containing no date. The double points set in the columns 
designate the second, third and fourth quarters of the years 
respectively. 
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JEWISH CALENDAR, 

WITH THE WEATHER AND PRINCIPAL PRODUCPIOXS OF EACH MONTH 

IN PALESTINE. 

Note. — Each day hegins with the preceding siiuset. The feast and fast days are 
those laid down in Jewish authorities. The cliniute and state of vegetation are com- 
piled from the treatise of J. G. Buhle, and the adjustment of the Jewish to the Julian 
months is according to the suggestion of J. D. Michael is ; both the last-named tracts 
ibeiug published in Latin, by the Royal Society of Gottingen. 

NISAN OB ABIB. 

First sacred^ seventh civil month ; 30 days, beginning with the new moon nearest the vemai 
equinox ; corresponding, in general, with Apbil, from which it seldom varied more than to 
include the last ten days of March, or the first ten of May. 

1. New moon. Fast for death of Aaron's sons. 
10. Fast for Miriam's death ; also for drought in the wilderness. Passover lamb selected. 

14. Passover lamb slain. Leaven put away. 

15. Passover day, and first of unleavened bread. A day of rest. 

16. First-fruits of harvest offered. 

21. Octave of Passover, and last of unleavened bread. 

26. Fast for Joshua's death. 
30. Alternate of new moon. 

Last of winter rains ; temperature in most parts mild. Grain begins to ripen ; tX- 
monds and oranges ripe. Grass very luxuriant. 

IJAR on ZIV. 

Second snored^ eighth civil month ; 29 dai/s, beginning with the second new moon afier the 
venial equinox; corresponds in general to May. 

1. New moon. 

6. Frtst for excesses during Passover. 

7. Re-dedication of temple by Asmoneans. 
10, Fast for Eli's death. 

l-i. Alternate of Passover. 

23. Feast for capture of Gaza, or for recovery of Jerusalem by the Maccabees. 

27. Feast for expulsion of Galileans from Temple. 
2S. Fast for Samuel's death. 

Warmth general, with west winds. Harvest ends ; mandrakes ripe ; last of garden 
vegetables sown. 



Grass at its height. 



s^v^\N. 

Third sacred, ninth civil month ; 30 dnjfH, bef/imiing with the third new moon after the rer- 
nal equinox; generally corresponds nearly to June. 

1. New moon. 

6. Pentecost. 

15, 16- Feast for victnry over Bethshar. 
17. Feast for capture of C»sarea. 
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83. Fast for Jeroboam's religious schism. 
25. Fast for death of several Rabbis. 
27. Fast for martyrdom of Rabbi Chanina. 
SO. Alternate of uew moon. 

Clear and hot, with west wind in the afternoon. Rice, early figs and apples, plums, 
cherries, mulberries, and meloui ripe. Grass begins to fail. 

TAMMUZ. 

Fourth eaered^ tenth civil month ; 29 days^ beginning toith the foutih new moon after the ver- 
nal equinox; nearly corresponds in general to July. 

1. New moon. 

14. Feast for suppression of certain heretical books. 

17. Fast for breaking the tables of the Law. 

Heat intense ; no rain ; occasional west winds. Dates, apples, pears, and peaches 
ripen ; grapes nearly mature. Grass scarce. 

AB. 

Fifth sacredf eleventh civil month ; 30 daya^ from the ji/tn new moon after the vernal equi- 
'nox ; corresponds mostly to August. 

1. New moon. 

5. Commemoration of the children of one Jethuel. 

9. Fast for sentence of wandering in the desert. 

18. Fast for extinction of lamp in the time of Ahaz. 

21. Xylophoria, or feast of storing wood for Temple, 
24. Feast for abolition of certain offensive laws. 

30. Alternate of new moon. 

Heat still extreme ; clear till near end of the month. Figs, olives, and pomegranates 
begin to ripen ; winter fig blossoms ; first clusters of the vine gathered. No grass. 

ELUL. 

Sixth sacred, twelfth civil month ; 29 days^ from the sixth new moon after tJie venial equinox; 
corresponds mostly to September. 

1. New moon. 

7. Dedication of walls by Nehemiah. 
17. Fast for death of spies. 

22. Feast for condemnation of certain Jews. 

Days hot, nights cold ; cloudy, with west wind ; rain at the close of the month, when 
ploughing begins. Dates, pomegranates, pears, plums, citrons, oranges, cotton, and sec- 
ond clusters of the vine gathered. Pasture still very scarce. 

TISRI OR ETHANIM. 

Seventh sacred, first civil month ; 30 days, from the seventh new moon after the vernal equir 
nox ; corresponds in the main to October. 

1. New moon. Feast of Trumpets for new year. 
3. Fast for deatii of Gedaliah. 

5. Death of twenty Israelites. 

7. Fast for sin of the golden calf. 
10. Fast of expiation. 

15, Feast of Tabernacles. 

21. Ceremony of branches at the feast. 

22. Octave of Feast of Tabernacles. 

23. Commemoration of giving of the law. 
30. Alternate of new moon. 

Heat abated, especially during the night, when white frost is frequent ; rainy season 
begins; winds variable. Sowing of grain and vegetables begins; pistachio, late olives, 
nomefrranates, and third clusters of the vine ripe ; also, garden salads and roots. Grass 
nut little revived. 

MARCHESVAN OB BUL. 

Eighth sacred, second civil month ; 29 days, from the eighth new moon after the vernal 
equinox; corresponds in the main to November. 

1. New moon. 

6, 7. Fast for blinding of Zedekiah. 



4 
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19. Fast of three days for faults in Feast of Taberuacleg. 
23. Commemoration of certain profaned altar-stones. 

26. Feast for recovery of certain places from the Cuthites. 

Intervals of hot sunshine during the day, nights cold; rain falls copiously; wind 
from the north. Trees begin to lose their leaves ; general sowing of grain ; last dated 
gathered. Grass begins to sprout. 

KISLEV. 

Ninth sacred, third civil month ; 30 dai/a, from the ninth new moon after the vernal equi- 
nox ; usually corresponds^ for the larger part, to December. 

1. New moon. 

3. Feast for expulsion of idolatry from temple. 

6. Fast for burning Jeremiah's roll. 

7. Feast for Herod s death. 

21. Feast for triumph over Samaritans. 

21. Prayers for rain. 

25. Feast of dedication of temple by Maccabees. 
80. Alternate of new moon. 

Cold quite sharp, even in the daytime ; rain, occasionally snow ; east or north winds. 
Pulse and late grain sown. Pasture begins to be abundant. 

TEBETH. 

Tenth sacred, fourth civil month ; 29 days, from the tenth new moon after the vernal equinox f 
usually corresponds, for the larger part, to Jakuaby. 

1. New moon. 

8. Fast for making the Septuagint. 

9. Fast for unknown cause. 

10. Fast for siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

28. Feast for exclusion of Sadducecs from Sanhedrim. 

Cold severe, especially in elevated regions; west winds bring heavy rains, particularly 
during the night, which swell the streams; occasionally hot sunshine in the latter part 
of the month. Spring grain and early vegetables sown; trees in leaf; almond and 
early flowers blossom ; winter fig often found on the naked trees. Grass abundant, 
but short. 

SHEBAT. 

Eleventh sacred, fifth civil month ; 30 days, from the eleventh neto moon after the verncU 
equinox ; corresponds about to Febbuaby, in intercalary years a fortnight later, 

1 . New moon. 

2. Feast for death of Alexander JannEeus. 

4, or 5. Fast for death of elders who survived" Joshua. 

15. Date from which the first four years of trees' uncleanness are reckoned. 

22. Feast for death of a certain profane Niskalenus. 

23. Fast for civil war with Benjamin. 

29. Feast for death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

30. Alternate of new moon. 

Weather similar to last month, but more variable. Grain still occasionally sown, but 
generally in full green ; a few early vegetables fit for eating ; apples, peaches, and 
many flowers in blossom. Grass yet not very luxuriant. 

ADAR. 

Twelfth sacred, sixth civil month ; 29 days, from tho twelfth neto moon after the vernal 
equinox; corresponds about to March, t« intercalary years a fortnight later, 

1. New moon. 

7. Fast for death of Moses. 

8. 9. Trumpet sounded for rain. 

9. Fast for schism between Shammai and Hillel. 

12. Feast in honour of two proselyte martyrs. 

13. Feast of Esther. 

14. First Purim, or lesser feast of lots. 

15. Great feast of Purim. 

17. Commemoration of deliverance of certain Jewish sages. 

20. Feast fur a rain under Januseus. 
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23. Dedication of temple by Zerubbabel. 

25. Collection of arrears of taxes in temple. 

28. Feast for abolition of certain intolerant edicts. 

Weather in general moderate, but fickle ; rain, heat, and wind, alternately ; streams 
overtiovv. Vegetables sowji, others gathered; tender trees in leaf; fruit-trees generally 
in blossom ; vines pruned. Pasture rich. 

VE-ADAR. 

In order to conform the Innar to the true year, the month Adab is occasionally re- 
peated, with all its fasts and feasts, when another new moon intervenes before the ver- 
nal equinox ; in such cases, this thirteenth month corresponds to about the latter part 
of March, and the former part of April, and the weather and productions are intermedi- 
ate between those of the adjacent mouths. 



Identification of the Historical Periods comprised within 
THE "Seventy Weeks" in Daniel ix, 24-27. 



Last Heform begins^ 
pate in Summer] B. C. 410. 



' ChrUt Baptized, 
August, A. D. 26. 



Edict published 

at Jerusalem. 

July, B. C. 459. 





V , ' » , > 




7 w.=49 y. 


62 week8=434 years. 


1 w.=7 y. 


- 


70 heptad8=490 years. 


. 


52>^ yra. 


62 week8=434 years. 


Half w. 



Jews r^ected, 
■ September, 
A. D. 82. 



Reform Completed, Christ Sacrificed, 

[early in Spring,] B. C. 405. March 18, A. D. 29. 

Sequel. — Jerusalem razed by the Bomans, A. D. 70. 

In this scheme, several chronological points have been partially assumed, 
which entire satisfaction with the results obtained would require to be fully 
proved. A minute investigation of the grounds on which all the dates in- 
volved rest, would occupy too much space for the present discussion ; I shall, 
therefore, content myself with determining the two boundary dates of the 
entire period, trusting the intermediate ones to such incidental evidences of 
their correctness as may have been afforded in the forgoing elucidation, or 
may arise in connection with the settlement proposed. * If these widely dis- 
tant points can be fixed by definite data independently of each other, the cor- 
respondence of the interval will afford strong presumption that it is the true 
one, which will be heightened as the subdivisions fall naturally into their 
prescribed limits ; and thus the above coincidence in the character of the 
events^ will receive all the confirmation that the nature of the case admits. 

1. The date of the Edict. 1 have supposed this to be from the time of its 
taking effect at Jerusalem, rather than from that of its nominal issue at 



* On these chronological elements, see Browne's Ordo Sajclorum, pp. 202 and 96-107. 
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Babylon ; the difference, however, — being only four months,— will not 
seriously . affect the argument. Ezra states, (chap, vii, 8,) that '*he arrived at 
Jerusalem in the fifth month {Ah^ our July- August] of the seventh year of 
the king " Artaxerx^s. Ctesias, who had every opportunity to know, makes 
Artaxerxes to have reigned forty-two years, and Thucydides states that an 
Athenian embassy, sent to Ephesus in the winter that closed the seventh year 
of the Peloponnesian war, was there met with the news of Artaxerxes* death, 
w^6fi€yoi . . . 'Apra^ep^riy . . . yeaxrrl re^yriKSraf {Karh yhp rovrov rhv "Xjp^yov 
ireKei^Tria-eyf) Bell. Pelop. , iv, 50. Now this war began in the spring of B. 0. 
431, as all allow, (Thuc. ii, 2,) and its seventh year expired with the spring 
of B. C. 424 ; consequently, Artaxerxes died in the winter introducing this 
latter calendar year, and his reign began some time in B. C. 466. The same 
historian also states that Themistocles. in his flight to Asia, having been driven 
by a storm into the Athenian fleet, at that time blockading Naxos, managed to 
get safely carried away to Ephesus, whence he despatched a letter of solicita- 
tion to Artaxerxes, then lately invested with royalty, yeaxTrl fiaia-Kevoyra, (Bell. 
Pelop., i, 137.) The date of the conquest of that island is B. C. 466, which is, 
therefore, also that of the Persian king's accession. It is now necessary to fix 
the season of the year in which he became king. If Ctesias means that his reign 
lasted forty-two fuU years, or a little over rather than under that length, the 
accession must be dated prior to the beginning of B. C. 466 ; but it is more in 
accordance with the usual computation of reigns to give the number of cur- 
rent years, if nearly full, and this will bring the date of accession down to 
about the beginning of summer, B. C. 466. This result is also more in accord- 
ance with the simultaneous capture of Naxos, which can hardly have occurred 
earlier in that year. I may add, that it likewise explains the length assigned 
to this reign (forty- one years) by Ptolemy, in his Astronomical Canon, although 
he has misled modem compilers of ancient history by beginning it in B. 0. 
465, having apparently himself fallen into some confusion, from silently an- 
nexing the short intermediate periods of anarchy, sometimes to the preceding, 
and at others to the ensuing reign. The "seventh year" of Artaxerxes, 
therefore, began about the summer of B. C. 460, and the "first [Hebrew] 
month " (Nisan) occurring within that twelvemonth, gives the following March 
-April of B. C. 459, as the time when Ezra received his commission to proceed 
to Jerusalem, for the purpose of executing the royal mandate. 

2. 27ie date of the conversion of Comditcs. The solution of this question 
will be the determination of the distance of this event from the time of our 
Saviour's Passion ; the absolute date of this latter occurrence must, therefore, 
first be determined. This is ascertained to have taken place in A. D. 29, by 
a comparison of the duration of Christ's ministry with the historical data of 
Luke iii, 1-23 ; but the investigation is too long to be inserted here. (See 
Dr. Jarvis's Introduction to the History of the Church.) A ready mode of 
testing this conclusion is, by observing that this is the only one of the adja- 
cent series of years, in which the calculated date of the equinoctial full moon 
coincides with that of the Friday of the crucifixion Passover, as any one may 
see — with suflBcient accuracy for ordinary purposes — by computing the mean 
lunations and week-day back from the present time. This brings the date 
of Christ's baptism to A. D. 25 ; and the whole tenor of the Gospel naiTatives 
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indicates that this took place in the latter part of summer. Other more defi- 
nite criteria of the season cannot be specified here. 

The chief chronological difficulties of the Acts occur in the arrangement of 
the events associated with Cornelius's conversion, and arise from the vague 
notes of time (or, rather, absence of any definite dates) by Luke, between the 
account of the Pentecostal effusion (chap, ii, 1,) and the death of Herod 
Agrippa the elder, (chap, xii, 23 ; ) indeed, but for the periods noted by Paul, 
in Gal. i, and ii, it would be utterly impossible to adjust minutely the dates 
of this portion of the history. As it is, the subject is almost abandoned by 
most chronologers and commentators as hopelessly obscure and uncertain ; 
but there is no occasion for such despair. The death of Herod is ascertained 
(by the help of Josephus, Antiq. XIX, viii, 2) to have occurred in the early 
part of the year A. D. 44, between which time and the Pentecost of A. D. 29, 
is an interval of fifteen years, covered by the incidents contained in chapters 
ii-xi of the Acts. The visit of Paul, spoken of by him as his second to Jeru- 
salem, (Gal. ii, 1,) appears at first sight to be the same with that narrated in 
Acts ii, 30, since there is no mention of any intervening visit ; it was made 
in company with Barnabas, and the "revelation " (Gal. ii, 2) may answer to 
the prediction of the famine by Agabus, (Acts xi, 28,) which caused the 
journey. Now, in that case it is certain that the date of this visit ('' fourteen 
years after'') is not reckoned from that of his former visit, (Gal. i, 18,) for 
then it would have occurred at least seventeen years (14+3) after his conver" 
sion, which would be two years more than the whole interval between this 
second visit and the Pentecost referred to ; it is, therefore, reckoned from 
his conversion^ which makes his journey to Damascus, on which he was con- 
verted, occur one year (15 — 14) after this Pentecost. This is corroborated by 
two ancient ecclesiastical traditions, one of which states that Paul was con- 
verted in the year after the Ascension, and the other refers the martyrdom of 
Stephen (which was so connected with Paul's persecuting journey to Damas- 
cus, as not to have preceded it many months) to the close of the same year in 
which Christ suffered. If on the other hand, as the best authorities mostly 
agree, the second visit spoken of in Gal. corresponds with that described in 
Acts XV, as the similarity of the subject debated at the time (the obligation 
of Mosaism) especially indicates, then we are at liberty to apply the natural 
interpretation to the intervals there given, and we shall thus have the visit in 
question occurring seventeen years after the conversion of Paul. Now the date 
of the visit referred to in Acts xii, is known to be A. D. 44, and if we allow the 
reasonable space of three years for the first missionary journey, as recorded in 
the intervening chapters, (Acts xiii, xiv,) and the considerable stay at Antioch 
upon its close, (xiv, 28,) we shall still have, as before, an interval of one year 
between the crucifixion and Paul's conversion — a space, for aught we can see, 
sufficiently ample for the events related. 

Paul's first visit (Gal. i, 18) must naturally be reckoned in like manner 
from his conversion, as it is mentioned to show the length of his stay in 
Damascus and its vicinity, and is put in contrast with his intentional avoid- 
ance of Jerusalem on his conversion (ver. 17 ;) we have thus the date of this 
same visit in Acts ix, 26, fixed at A, D. 33, four years after the noted Pente- 
cost. I need not here discuss the length nor precise time of the visit into 
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Arabia, (Gal. i, IV,) nor the exact mode of adjusting this passage with Luke's 
account in the Acts ; these points are capable of easy solution, and do not 
require the supposition of some intervening visit in either narrative. Neither 
need I stop to reconcile the mention of travels in Syria (Q-al. i, 21) with the 
sea voyage direct from Cassarea to Tarsus, Acts ix, 30 ;) the visit to Jerusalem 
occupied only fifteen days, (Gal. i, 18,) and there is nothing here to disturb 
the above dates. 

Most chronological schemes, blindly following the order of Acts ix and x, 
without taking into special consideration this interval of three years spent by 
Paul at Damascus, have placed the conversion of Cornelius after that apostle's 
return to Tarsus, the arrangers being apparently actuated by a desire to fill 
up the period of fifteen years, by sprinkling the events along as widely apart 
as possible, for the sake of uniform intervals. But several considerations 
present themselves to my mind, which cause me to think this arrangement 
erroneous. In the outset, the question arises on this supposition, What were 
the other apostles doing these three years ? Was nothing going on at Jerusa- 
lem or in Judaea worth recording ? But this interval is not thus left a blank 
by the sacred historian. Luke says, (Acts ix, 31,) *'Then had the churches 
rest," &c. ; that is, as I understand it, during these three years the persecu- 
tion stirred up by Saul after the martyrdom of Stephen being arrested by the 
conversion of that enemy, the Christian societies generally enjoyed great 
quiet and prosperity. I cannot discover any pertinent cause for this remark, 
unless we suppose it to refer to the period succeeding this event. The same 
idea is carried by the mention of the travels of Peter "through all parts," . 
(verse 32,) evidently during this season of outward peace, when his presence 
was no longer needed to sustain the Church at Jerusalem. It was during 
this tour that Peter was called to preach the Gospel to Cornelius ; the year 
succeeding the conversion of Saul was probably spent by Peter in building up 
the society at the metropolis, his tour apparently occupied the summer of 
the year following ; and in the third year Paul, on his visit to Jerusalem, 
finds Peter returned thither. This affords convenient time for all these 
occurrences, and connects them in their natural order. Lastly, under this 
view we can readily explain the plan of Luke's narrative in these chapters : 
after tracing the history of the Church, (specially under the conduct of Peter,) 
down to the persecution by Saul, he takes up the subject of this opponent's 
conversion, and does not quit him until he has left him in quiet at home — 
hence his omission of all reference to these three years, as being unsuitable to 
his design of continuity ; he then returns to Peter, and narrates his doings in 
the interim. This parallel method of narration is proved by the resumption 
of Paul's history in chapter xi, 19, where Luke evidently goes back to the 
time of Stephen, in order to show what the dispersed evangelists had been 
accomplishing during the four years succeeding that martyrdom, and thus 
connect the preaching to the Gentiles with the latter part of that period, 
(ver. 20 ;) and this again prepares the way for the visit to Antioch of Paul, 
who had lately returned to Tarsus. 

It is true, in this scheme there is made an interval of ten years between the 
establishment of the Church at Antioch and the visit of Paul to Jerusalem, 
about the time of Herod's death ; but it is much better to place such an inter* 
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val, dnring which no incident of striking moment occurred, after the Gospel 
had become in a measure rooted in the community, than to intersperse consid- 
erable periods of uninteresting silence in its early planting, when matters 
which, had they transpired afterward, would be passed by as trivial, were of 
the greatest importance in the history. Intimations are given of the general 
prosperity of the cause, and there was no occasion to present the details of 
this period, until some remarkable event broke the even course of occurrences. 
Such an event was the visit of Paul, and especially the contemporaneous con- 
duct and fate of Herod ; and the latter account is accordingly introduced in 
the twelfth chapter by the phrase Kot* tKuvov h\ rhv xaipSy, always indicative 
of some fresh occurrence after a period of comparative monotony and silence. 
Nor is this interval left entirely devoid of incident ; it is in fact filled up by 
the account of the preparation for the famine. It was ** during thos6 days," 
that the prophet Agabus visited Antioch from Jerusalem ; some time after his 
arrival, he predicted the famine, and it is plainly intimated that the fulfil- 
ment did not take place immediately, but several years afterward, '* in the 
days of Claudius Cajsar." That emperor, therefore, was not reigning at the 
time of its utterance, and as the famine took place in the fourth year of his 
reig^ (Josephus, Ant. XX. v, 2, compared with i, 2,) there is here an interval 
of at least four years silently occurring between two closely related incidents 
of this period. The '* whole year," during which Paul preached at Antioch, 
(Acts xi, 26,) is reckoned from his call thither by Barnabas, but does not 
extend to his visit to Jerusalem ; it only covers his first labors confined to the 
city itself, (after which he itinerated in the neighboring regions of Syria, 
Gal. i, 21,) and extends merely to about the time of the arrival of Agabus. 
The above interval of ten years was occupied by Paul in such labors as are 
referred to in 2 Cor. xi, 23-27. 

We thus arrive at the conclusion, based upon internal evidence, that the 
admission of the Gentiles by the conversion of Cornelius occurred near the 
close of Peter's summer tour, in A. D. 32 ; we cannot be far from certainty 
in fixing it as happening in the month of September of that year. 

P. S. — The **two years" in Acts xxiv, 27, refer to Felix's term of office, 
not to Paul's imprisonment at Csesarea. 
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